Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.114; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
The title molecule, C 12 H 14 N 2 O 4 , adopts a trans configuration with respect to the C N double bond. The amino group is involved an in intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into doubled sheets parallel to the (101) plane.
Related literature
For the synthesis and structures of some organotin(IV) complexes of related tridentate hydrazone ligands, see: Yin et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) (Yin et al., 2008) . As an extension of our work on the structural characterization of hydrazone compounds, the title compound, (I), is reported here.
In the title compound, (I), the N1═C4 bond length of 1.276 (3) Å is a typical double bond value, while the N2-C6 In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into doubled sheets parallel to (101) plane.
Compound (I) was synthesized by the reaction of 2-hydroxybenzohydrazide (10 mmol) with 4-oxopentanoic acid (10 mmol).
Single crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically, with methyl C-H distances of 0.96 Å, methylene C-H distances of 0.93 Å, aromatic C-H distances of 0.93 Å, N-H distances of 0.86 Å and O-H distances of 0.82 Å, and refined as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq of the parent atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Dashed line denotes hydrogen bond. 
